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'. THE TUUE POLICY."

We yesterday animadverted on that inconsider-
ateness which often leads a heady and "vaulting"
political radicalism to overleap itself, and to post¬
pone, if not to defeat, by the crudity of its projeeta,
the realisation of the wishes it professes to have at
heart. Any admonitions of this kind, comiDg from
11 conservative " quarters, are commonly dismissed
by a ocrtain class of journals as the inspirations of
timidity, or perhaps they are lampooned, in the fa-
vorita vernacular which forms bo Urge a part of
the radical vocabulary, as covert suggestions in
the interest of slavery and its perpetuation; for,
whether it be a good or si bad sign, certain it is that
the extreme representatives of this political ultra-
ism rarely fail to act and speak as though they
thought it, incompatible with their pretensions to

supericr illumination oq all possible topics of pub-
lio concern, to admit that any body can differ from
tkftn without being more or less a frieDd to that
institution which concentrate* all their hatred.
Thus it happens that they dispense with all argu¬
ment on these subjects by inakiDg persiflage or in¬
vective their chicf reply to all distent from the
wisdom of their counsels, when this dissent is ut¬

tered by a sc-jallud " conservative " paper.
To th se who are afflicted with this species of

political opthalmia, disqualifying them fur the

perception and discovery of any wholesome truths
propounded on certain questions of current poli¬
tical .concern by ''old fogi'.e," we commend the
following thoughtful observations of the New Yoik
Times, a Republican paper which we believe docs
not yet labor under any reproach of being " pro-
slavery." Under the head of " Mastorly Inactivity
the True Civil Policy Toward Slavery," our oon-

temporary holds this language in its number of
November 27th :

" There is a class of men who stick to the idea that
soinethkig positive must be done by the Federal Govern
ment to end slavery. Evt'n the issue of the emancipation
proclamation, a m litary measure for military ends solely,
does not satisfy them. They want civil power exercised,
and would gladly have even a breaking down of State hues,
. nd a reconstruction of the Government itself, as the only
effectual mentis of destroying the institution of their spe¬
cial abhorrence.
"Now we, too, claim a good hearty hatred of slavery.

We are as anxious as any to sec it under the sod, bejond
resurrection. But we don't believe in making any super¬
fluous saciifice to get it there. Seeing that it is dying, we
are quite conteut to let it die quietly, wilhout any attempt
to pull the bouse down about its ears and our own ears

Thia seems to us to be a very absurd aort of impatience.
prompted by giddy pa»aion rather than sober reason.

" But h< w* do we know slavery is dy ing ? We know it

fn m tbe unanimous testimony of all personal observers of
its condition. There is net a man within the Union line-
South, however friendly he may be to the institution, who
pretends that there is any chance whatever ol its being
saved if present causes coutinue. fwo thingsaie killing it.
"The first; is tbe wear and tear of the war. Military

operations always tend to disjoint and break up, withi-i
Ibeir fCope, all the relation* of society. They inetite.bly
remit, t<> a greater or less extent, the social man to a state
of nature. Inter arm* Itget lilvnt Thi* is felt in every
social connexion, evrii the closest and strongest ; for they
all are, more or less, dependent on civil law. But it miint
be felt particularly in that connexion which of all others
it tbe mo»t forced and arbitrary.tbe annexion between
master and slave. Liberty is a natural instinct. The
tssged bird ia tot surer to fly through tbe ptrted wire<<
than the slave, in bis ordirmry condition, from the broken
chain.and tie chain must be brok» n when the civil law,
which aloue givis it- strength, passes away. There are

men who complaiu of the anti-slavery war policy of tbe
President. A policy that was any thing else would n >t
be a war policy at ail. The war upon tbe rebellious slave-
holding p-i^le of necessity involves an interruption of
their laws; and unless the advancing army should make
good this absence of civil rule by applying its own military
power to keeping watch and ward over the slaves, and
thus abandon its proper military business, the result is
inevitable that tbe institution must melt awsy as the war

goes on. Ahrah m Lincoln might be as much attached to
slavery as Jefl Davis himself, and yet do human sagac'ty
would enable biin to fight Jeff Davis honestly and effectu-
ally without mortal injury to slavery. It ia the war which
kills slavery, and not the man who leads the
"The other destroying agency is open dncuM;on. Sla¬

very can live only in silence. There is a deadly antago-
nism between itself and free speech. Where the one ex-

jsts the other cannot. The vitality of the one resta in pure
(orce, and force and reason never agree. It always has
been, and always will be, that force must either suppress
reason or reason will subvert force. The di»cus*ipii of sla¬
very is as free now in New Orleans a« |n New York. It is no

more within the province of the Military Governor, >hep-
ley, to interfere with fair discussion ibere than it is within
the rightful power of the civil Governor, Seymour, to iu-

terfere with it here And in the Bolder States, whi re the
civil Uws still prevail, bostdity to the reb llion Ims exclt'd
such a d'usatislactn n with slavery as its eaui-e ihit by
general consent perfect Treedom is allowed in arguing
sgninst tbe institution. Tbe con equence of this freedom
bits b^en that Missouri has already determined to abolish
it; Maryland and D.-.aware have put declared eniancipa
ti.m'sts in places of their highest trusts by unprecedented
majorities: and Kentucky is visibly casting about to see

how *|ie ran best rid herself of tbe curse.
" We My, then, that even if the National Qrvemment

bad the right to institute new civil measure! against sla
very, St would not be necessary. The unavoidable military
operations e' the war, and the free discussion which is
sure to attend it. are enough of themselves to break down
the institution I be G. Vrrnnwit has airnply to stand
quiet and let tWe agencies work
"But we go turtb-r, and say that any further interfe

rence would not only he supei flu> us, but positively mis

chievous. To insure that. «lavery, when it dies, *ba never

rise again, yon hnve got to dep nd largely upon the dispo-
sit on of the Southern people. That disposition should not
be needlessly embittered It can't hel(» becoming *o if, a*
tome propose, their Mate« are reduced to the condition of
mere Territoiial dependencies Americans can never be
satisfied to be in d Mings. Wha'ever the fortunes of war

legitimately bring, they me sensible em ugh to subtmt to;
but it is not in their sp.rit to consent to any p Tmanent,de¬
gradation. llndirtake to deprive them permanently of
their civil rights, and you simply mske them your perma¬
nent fDemies. Territorialixe thun b-eatise yon hat»* sla¬

very, and the inevitable < fleet wiil be that you will only
make them love slavery the more, and hate >ou th»- more
This coul I not always continue. State rights, sooner or

later would have to be restored. We don't believe that
three jears Would elapse after the clos« of the war bef re

th« k'epji g those S'a'es in a Territorial condition would be
abandoned «s an imoifferab'e anomaly in our system ol Gov¬
ernment. State rights one* restored, the people, madden¬
ed by ths thrall that bud been put upon thein. would be
very likely to vindicate these lights by rehabilitating sla¬

very. Every incentive of high prids and every impulse of

low spite would combine to urge this; and the National
Government would tmve do legitimate way of preventing it.

" It will never do to try to give slavery ita lasting
/ quiel u* by mere arbitrary force. To secure this we have
<ot to rely in no small measure upon reason. We muat
never torget that just as force is the natural ally of slave¬
ry, just so reason is the natural ally of (rwdoui. When
the South ban been overcome in fair fight, we must give
its reacOD a fa r chance to assert itself. Military authority
f>ver each reclaimed State shou'd last until tbe majority of
the people have made up their mind to resume, in good
faith, their old relations to the Government, and have
had a fair opportunity to canvass how that resumption
shall best be inaugurated. Of course, the machinery of
the State Government cannot be given over to traitors ;
rut whenever there is sound reason to believe that a fair
lojal majority of the State want it, let them have it; and
that too without imposing any conditions concerning sla¬
very. If this just and rational policy is faithfully carried
out, ard no arbitrary issues are foisted in to impose a

s-nse of subordination, we have Dot a doubt that every
Slave State will follow'the emmcpating policy which the
Border States, of their own accoid, have already entered
upon with such decision. Even if loyal duty don't prompt
it, interest will. F >r slavery, after having been crippled
as it has by the war, even if it could live, would only be
an incumbrance. But it can't live; it is already hiilf dead.
Let the loyal men of the South finish it and bury it in their
own way "

THE WAR DEMOCRATS OF THE NORTHWEST.

The Conference of War Democrats, held at Chicago on

Wednesday last, was attended by some forty persons, rep¬
resenting tbe States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin,
and Minnesota. A declaration of principles was adopted,
and measures taken looking to a national organization.
The platform declares unequivocally in favor of th<? Union,
denies that the Constitution affords any pretext for seces

sion, providing, o» the contrary, a peaceful remedy for
every grievance that may ocour in any part of the coun¬

try; denounces tha rebellion, and calls upon the Adminis¬
tration tocmpl >y all the power of tbe nation for its sup¬
pression; affirms continued devotion t > tbe Monroe doc¬
trine of non-intervention in the affairs of this continent by
European nations; applauds the valor and unselfish pa
triotism of our soldiers; declares in favor of the coloniza¬
tion of the blacks freed by tbe war at tbe earliest practi¬
cable period ; and protests against the incorporation of the
negro contingent upon tbe peace establishment of the Fe¬
deral army, holding that the disbandment of that contin
gent, upon the conclusion of hostilities, is "demanded by
every consideration of wjsa and provident statesmanship "

The platform declares also that our authorities, both Na¬
tional and State, sbouM be held to a strict accountability
for any want of vigor or good faith in the discbarge of
their duties. The declaration of princ pies closes as fol¬
lows :

" That during the existence of this rebellion to destroy
the Union, we hereby declare that the preservation of th»'
Union under the Constitution shall be tbe paramount issue
with ur, and we hereby proclaim fellowship with and de¬
sire the co operation i f ali who will unite with us for the
attainment of this object, aud we repudia'e parties acd
their sympath zers, as we I as all platforms which seek or
tend to embroil the people or States aud incite treason,
and array resistance to law any where, aud whose avowed
or secret purpose, if consummated, must end in disunion.

" That thi* meeting recommend the War Democracy of
the seioral States to meet in Delegate National Convention
at Cincinnati, on the first WedLesdiy in May, 1HJ4, or
the purpose of taking ouch action as tbey think best touch
iug the nomination of candidates for President aud Vice
President of tbe United States, and determine other mat¬
ters as they may think proper,and that there bea National
Executive Committee of one from each State, to promote
the object of tha resolution.
"That, as t!-e only legitimate purpose for which the

war may be waged is to suppress tbe rebellion, the war
must ceas* as toou as the rebellion is at an end, aud we
would huil With jay any indication by the people of a re¬
bellious State to return to their allegiance, yet we shall
not regret it slavery tails as the legitimate consequence of
the war."
The following gentlemen were named as members of

the National Executive Committee for tbe States repre¬
sented : Amos L Hubf>ard, of Indiana ; John A. McCler-
nand, of Illinois; Joseph E. Egley, of Ohio; Matthew H.
Cupenter, of Wisconsin; and Henry M. Kice, of Minne¬
sota.

TREASURY ESTIMATES.

Incorrect statements have been put forth with regard <o
the estimates for tbe fiscal year ending June 30, 1865,
which are to be submit'ei to Congres* by the Secretary of
the Treasury. The ussertion that the aggregate will be
$ 1,200,000,000 is very wide from the truth, and that fix¬
ing it at $9 0 000,000 is aleo too Urge. Ihe heaviest
items are in tbe estimates of the War and tbe Nary De
partuients The fnrmer f< ot up $535,694 602, aud the
latter about $<40 000 000. If tbe estimates for Ihe other
Departments are the same as last year, and there is Dot
an element of increase except a very slight ore in the item
of clerical force, tbs aggregate will but little exceed
$700,000,000, as thus:

Civil list $25 000 000
Interior Department 10 000,000
vVar Department b ut 000,000
Navy Department 140,000,000

Grand total $710,000,000
Tbe t<>tal of last year's t animates, excluding those con¬

nected with the public debt, was $842,000,000, showing a

decrease of $132,000,000, from which must be deducted a

few million; for the increase in tbe intere t upon the pub¬
lic debt. The War Department figures look to a consider¬
able dt crease of expenditure, partly in tbe matter of ord?
nance and quartermasters' stores, a surplus of these ex*

pensive articles being on hand. But the great cause of the
decrease is the anticipated reduction in the numerical
force of our army, iu consequence of the progress that will
have been made toward tbe suppression of the rebellion by
next July. 7 he expenses of tin Navy Department, on

tbe other hind, must necessarily increate with every vea
sel added to the fleet. Hath Corr. Tribune

THE THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS EXEMPTION.

It wx* mentioned jenUrdny (say* th« Baltimore Sun)
that Major Jeffrie*, the Assistant provost Mai'shal Gene
ml for Maryland and Delaware, wn preaent when the
draft wa< mad* on Monday in the Eighth Ward of tbii
city, and atated that the order* from Washington will pet-
mit any man drafted to commute on the payment of three
buudred^dollara, but tbat said commutation will only ex¬
tend to the next draft, when tha Damn of all thiiae who
commute will be again plnced in the wheel, and they will
have to tnke the riak of being again drawn.

This announcement of Major Jeffries ia in conflict with
the subjoined extract of a letter from Col. Fry. Provost
Mnrabal General, recently published. It ia addreaaed to
Co!. Nugent, one of hi* A**i*tant Marshals i>t New Tork,
under date of

" Washington. NoVBMBF.lt 1, 1R63.
" It ia not true that the State of New York ia charged

a* wi.h a deficiency for every cit «en who hn* paid the
three hundred dollar* commutation money, receiving no
.redit therefor. On the contrary, the State receives the
win* eredit for a man who ha* paid the commutation a*
if the dr Ited cititen had gon* in peraon or furnished a
sub-ttute And. in like ma'itier, town* w!m-h have railed
the money to p y their quota* receive the Hum' credit a«
if actual substitutes had been furniahed ; anil Ihe. Peti
d'.mt hat ordered that trrry citiun who hag naid the three.
hu*d<rd dolhtrt commutation that! rcrtirr the tnme credit
therefor at if he had furnxth-d a tuht'itute, and it exorr.
rated from thr. military terrtce fur the. time, for which he
icat drafted.to wit, for three yrart."
A few month* ago the Hon. Thaddem Steven*, a lead

irtg Administration member of Contress, and who, bf hi*
eminent position, ought to know the intention of the law
etprei-afd bi* surprise at a statement that phrties paying
the three hundred dollar* commutation would be aubject
to a second draft within three yeara. The subject is one
o' *uch great interest that a clear, distinct, and general
decision, from the highest official source, would relieve
the doubt* and anxieties of thousands, and enable them to
provide fur every emergency..-San.

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS.

1 lie atoatuer Arabia, arrived at New York, brio#*
iiles of English journals to thy 14th instant, beiug
three daj«' later than those proviously received.

FRANCE AND THK l.'NITKI) STATES.
The French Emperor, in hi* speech at the opening of

the Corps Ltf{i»lalif, made no allusion, beyond mere men¬

tion, to the American war. Hmce th« speech wu deliver,
ed the official statement of the situation of the Empire,
composed of reports «< ut in from the various Ministerial
Departments, ban heen distributed to the members of the
two chambers. In this report the following language is
used in regard to this country:
"The sad previsions suggested by the exasperation of

toe struggle carried on during tiiree years in the United
States have been but toc» muoh realized. Hlooii has con¬
tinued to flow, while the respective situations of the belli¬
gerents do not yet allow us to anticipate a period to this
terrible crisis.

" In presence of such an accumulation of ruins, and such
a sacrifice of life in a struggle hitherto frui less, we have
felt profound regret that the proposition which we made
a London and at St. Petersbu'gb, to unite in provoking
an armist.ee, was not accepted. Compelled to renounce
that pi'ject by a double refuel, we have, however, de¬
clared that our desire to coatjrbute to thi re establish¬
ment of peace in any form would not bp the less lively and
sincere. We have given proof of this by suggesting the
idea i f substituting for the prrject of an amicable inter¬
vention of the maritime Powers the expedient of direct
mes ages between the Government of (be United States
and the Confederates of the South. This new attempt has
not been no re foituuate than the prer ding.

" Fiorn that time we have b*d nothing left but to follow
out the line ol conduct adopted ever since the beginning
of this war by the Government of the Emperor. 'Ihis we
have striven to do with scrupulous care under all circum¬
stances. We have remained neutral and well-d is posed, a|.
though it has oft» u been difficult for us to reconcile this
part of our duties towards our fellow countrymen. Inde¬
pendently of the sufferings which, in our departments, are
the consequence of the Americau crisis, hostilities on the
territory of the Union itself have occasioned considerable
detriment and loss to French residents. Thev have often
had occasion to make jusf complaints of tho abusive pro¬
ceedings of the civil and military authorities. Our coun-
trj men must understand that their interests, like those of
other foreigners, cannot claim an exceptional security in
the midst of ih-« tumult of arms, arid that m such cases all
ordinary guaiautees necessarily lose something of their
efficacy. Moreover, A state of war imputes inevitable fet-
ters on the ct miuerce of neutrals It the progress of
liberal di ctrines te;.d> to relax th m it cannot wholly sup¬
press them. The Cabinet of Washington has been able
to MJti.-f> iUeif that we have made, in our reclamations a
large allowance for these difficulties. But the Ooveru-
meol of the Emperor cannot ilisguise its pain at seeing so

mauv aggrieved interests, well deserving of its care, mskiug
a vain appeal for protection."

FRANCE AND MEXICO.
In the same document the ol ject which the French Go¬

vernment aimed at in Mexico is declared »o be very rear

its final accomplishment The r« port niys:
" The Emperor's Government ii on the point r f attain¬

ing the object which it proposed t. itself when it displayed
the flag of France on the shores of Mexico. The success
of our arms, by rendering the country free to dispose .f
itself, has co; firmed the hope* which we founded in the
good sense of the Mexican nation. The capture of Puebla
has become a i.ew title of glory for our heroic army
and the acclamation which greeted it in entering Mexico'
have loudly testified that our soldiers were received there
as liberators.

" rl he A-s»uibly of Notables has pron unced that M.xi-
cocould only exp ct regeneration from a monarchical in¬
stitution. It also at the same time "designated to the
Mexican nation the Piince whom political circumstances
appeared to ourselves to mdcate as m st preferable.
The expression of these wishes, irispin d by a just confi¬
dence in the high and brilliant qua itirs of him to whom
they were addressed, has been favorably received, with
the sole reserve that the whole nation should be cull-don
to rati'y the patriotic astd spontaneous impulse which de¬
cided the seudiiig of the mission charged to offer the crowu
of M> xiao to the Arctduke Maximilian Ihis is bow we.
on our part, bad understood the bearing of the resolution
of the Assembly. Whatever might be the authority of
the influential imn who composed it, tbeir decisions in
our opinion, to become definite, must receive from the po¬
pulation a m-re explicit sanction. We congratulate our
selves on seeing our ideas shared by the eminent Prince
wh« tn Mexioo calls to inaugurate its new destinies.
"Ttoe fortune of France ahd the blood of her soldiers

belong to France only, ^.n evident and itnp-riotis French
interest could therefore aloue determine the Emperor's
Government to ertgig* in an undertaking of which it had
beforehand w< igbed the.sac. ifiees and difficul ies. It ha>*
moreover, fons.en the salvation ef Mexico as a possible
consequence of the military expedition to whick it wa*
c onstrained. The pubic feeling of the country and the
wisdom of the Archduke Maximilian justify all our hopes
in this matter. In an early future we expect to leceiTe
from the new Government of Mexico the guarantees
which have been wanting to our interests under all the
Governments which preceded it For the moment, im¬
portant question* necessarily remain to be settled as con¬
cerns ourseives ; for the military result of our expedition
has only prepaid the ground for u terior negotiations
The Emperor's Government will devote all its attentiou to
them."

TiiE POI.18H qrEMTION.
In reference to the Polish complication, after exhibiting

the failure of the negotiations between the three Powers
and Russia, the report says:
"Notwithstanding the little success of the diplomat!*

intervention of the three Powers, the Euioeror s Govern"
lufut his the satisfaction of knowing that It has, from the
moment in which the Polish question was brought forward
in the measure of its rights and duties towards England'
neglected nothing to krnve at a solution. Ever attenlive
to the painful spectacle of the struggle which is go,.g on
in Poland, it lose* sight of none ol the great interests which
are connected with that conflict. It will maintain i s nn-
oord with EraUnd and Austria, and it cannot believe that
the in.ion of the Cfibint-t*, io an affair no worthy of their
solicitude, u u«t remain sterile. We have not, however
the preeusion to impose our solutions on the Powers in¬
terested as much or even more direc'ly than ouneive* n
the settlement of the existing difficulties In a question
essentially European it is neither in conformity With our
obligations or our rights to incur slone a responsibility
which it is the du'y of a|l to ^arlake.''

THE PROPOSE!* EUROPEAN CONGRESS.

The trench and English journals generally discuss the
proposition of Napoleon for a European Congress One of
the French Journals, which has been us«d to convey the
sentiments of tho Emperor to the world, has placed the
question of a Congress up«n three issues, info one of which
it must resolve itse'f, and it has alluded to the course
which France would probably adept with regard to each.
I he writer (M. Lagucrronniere) puts the case thus:
Either the Powers will all, without exception, conform

to the Emperor s views, and at once accept the proposal
tor a diplomatic conference : or some only will accent . or

again, all refuse. ' ' '

In the event of all the Powers accepting the invitation.
which, however, is too bri.I ant an antic.io,t.on to be in¬
dulged in, even by the writer himself-- France will have
obtained a bloodies* victory which will serve the cause of
civilix ition without a<y cost to humanity, and complete
the work of establishing pea^e o. t e principles of right "

Hhould some only accept the invitation, "the Conacss
Will be impossible, but France will have prepared the wav
for alliances which msy some day assist in carrying out
the policy she has adopted, and the attempt will at all
events be a resting ph.ee until tho Powers be forced bv
complications which are inevitable, to have recourse to a
Uonnresn.

Should all the sovereign* refuse, » France would stiffs
complete isolation, which, how. ver, Mould be dangerous
to ott ers, not to her, for once free to act, she would sub¬
ordinate her policy to her interests and calmly wait With
the certs,nty that it won.'d depend on her alone to JfJ
or keep down the equilibrium of Europe under the r.r. s
.ureo her gran leur." p

The English joumals generally oppose any participa¬
tion by England in the Congress. The London Daily
News says:
"The British Go'ernnur.t cannot be expect* d to em-

ba.k on a pilicy of adventure We ought to know, amo.,
other things, whether any limitation of the snhj cc of di.
mission will be admitted, and what is it* umi-iuio We
ought to know, moreover, what will be held to be the
os.tion before theCongnss of a Power nnwilhng to make

the sacrifices which may he required of it When war
has , laced some of the part es to a Congress In a portion
to exact, and others tu a positiou to yield, couceasions the

reconstructive) work of diplomacy baa a basis in fact; but
this ia in't tbe aituation <f tbe Powera now convoked.
No general necessity furnishes a guaranty of general eoB-
a»nt. For Lunsdt tbe Emperor Napoleon may easily pro-mini' magnanimity and moderation, because it i> well un¬
derstood that, although France may gain much iu thin
C-ongresf, she is uot to be a^ed to give any thing. Tbe
difllculty will Hris* entirely out of tae situation of other
Htalea. Tbe Kngliah tiovernment certainly cannot attri¬
bute to tbe Congress power to override tbe rights of sov-
reeitfn States, and ll the intention to do ao exi*ts, and the
combinations are prepared beforehand, we shall do better
to atay away."

TUB EMPBKOR NAPOLKON's LKTTER.
The Paris Moniteur of the lltb instant publishes the

letter of the Emperor of the French to the Sovereigns of
Europe proposing a Congress. The Moniteur prefaces
the document with tbe remark that tbe French Govern¬
ment had not intended such an early publication in that
journal, but as the copy addresi^d to the German Confede¬
ration had appeared in a Frankfort journal, the motive for
any further postponement of it no longer existed. The
following is tLe full text of the letter:
" Most high and vtry illustrious Princes, Sovereigns, and

trie Ci'iet composing ihe Most Serene Confederation ofGermany ;

" Id pre*enee of the event* which arise and pre** each
day, I deem it indispensable to make Known my whole
mind to the Sovereign* to whom i* confided the destiny oi
peoples.
"Whenever profound shocks have unsettled the bases

and displaced the boundaries of Slates, solemn transactions
hare token place in order to co-ordinate the new element*,
nil I t<> consecrate, by reviving (hem, the tiansformatiom*
effected. £uch ha* been the objt ct of the treaty of West¬
phalia m the seventeenth century, and of the negotiations
of Vienna in 1H15. It is on this latter basis that the po¬litical edifice of Europe now rests ; and yet.you aie Dot
unaware of it.it is crumbling on all side«.

' If we cimxider attentively the situation of different
countries, it is impossible not to recognise that on almost
all point* the treaties of Vieuna are destroyed, modified,
di-ownrd, or menaced. II- nee duties without regulation,
rights without title, and preteusion* without restrsiut;
danger the more to be dreaded, inasmuch as the improve¬
ments produced by civilization, which has united peoples
one with another by the reciprocity of material interests,
would make war still more destructive.
" Here is matter for serious meditation. Let us not

wait, in order to come to a resolution, till sudden and
irr. s xtible events disturb our judgment and draw us, in
spite of ourselves, into opposite direction*/

'. 1 c me, therefore, to propose to you to regulate the
present, and to secure the future, in a Congress.

" Culled to the throne by Providence and the will of the
French people, but trained in the school of adversity, it is,
perhapp, le*s allowable tor me than another to iguore the
rights ot sovereign* and the legitimate aspiration* of peo¬
ples 'Alius 1 am ready, without a preconcerted system,
t<> carry into an International Congress the spirit of mode¬
ration «ud justice ordinarily the portion of thtae who have
endured so many various trials
"If I take the initiative in this overture I do not yield
an impulse of vauity ; but, as I am a sovereign to whom

the most ambitious project* are attributed, I have it at
heart ti> prove by this frank and loyal step that my sole
object is to arrive, without a shock, at the pacification of
Gui0i*e.

" in case the princes allies, and friend* of France should
deem it suitable ts euhance by their pre* nee the authori¬
ty of the deliberations, 1 should be proud to offer them my
cordial hospitality.

" Europe would perhaps see some advantage in the capi.
tal wheuce the sigual for subversions has *¦. many tiuKs
istued becoming the »eat of conterenoes destined to lay
the bases of a general pacification.
" 1 take this occiwiou to renew to you the assurances of

the sincere attachment and livey interest which 1 take in
the profp*rily ot the States of the Coufederatiou. Where¬
fore, most hig'i aud very illustrious princes, sovereigns,
and free eities composing the mo»t serene Confederation
of Geruiauy, 1 pray God to have you iu Hi* ho^y bud wor¬
thy protectiou.

.Written at Paris, November 4, iu the year of grace1863. Napoleon
" Counter.igned, Drouyn de L'Huys."

MILITAKY STRENGTH OF THE NATION.

The Warhingtou correspondent of the Baltimore Sun
has, with the permission of Mr Kennedy, of the Census
Bureau, obtained ft m the fortfeooping volume on popu¬
lation the following interesting statistics on the sutject of
the natural incrense of fighting men in the United States;
"When a population has reached nearly its permanent

condition, as iu Europe aud in the old Statea of America,
oue-fifih uf the total populatioo is still found to represent
nearly th« number of males between the ages of eighteen
aud lorty five. But the emigrating ages are nearly allied
to the military ages, and in the newly settled States of
the West the proportion of fighting men is accordingly
great- r than in the Atlantic States. Beginning at the East
aud proceeding westward the proportion of white males
Irom e.ghteeu to forty-five to the white population is. in
Maine 195 per cent.; New York. 20.8; Illinois, i&t 1;
Minnesota, 2H8; California, 47 I* Virginia, 16.7; South
Carolina, 18.9; Ai kalians, 20 i; Texas, 21 9.
"The total or white males betweeu the agcQ of eigh

t^en aud forty five in all the btates («ec*ded included) and
in the Territories and Distriot of Columbia appears, bythe c nsqs tables of in»>0, to be 5,024 0t>5. During the
year 1801 about 277,500 white males reached and passed
the age of eighteen, ami 128.000*arrived at and psssed the
age ot forty-five, leaving a difference of 148,900. Th'*
ter number, when diminished by natu.al deaths, aud in
creased by the sce^nioas iroin immigration, will evid»jj(.
ly erprosa the lotal incrense of tb« militnry population(whiten) during 1*01. About 140,000 is estimated as the
clear increase of fighting population in IHfiJ. The number
of »uch of course increases with augmented population in
fhe aggregate, b»t that ot Ulis country has not been in¬
creased by immigration since the war began to the extent
that existed before.
"From these data it seems pret'y clear that more per¬

sons are annusl'y put hort du combat (killed or perma¬nently dii»ablt d) by ti e war than the military fores are
augmented by the nntural increase of fighting population."

INTERNAL REVENUE.
The receipts of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, from

its creation to June 40, 1063, the end of the last fiscal
year, were $37,000,000. The Commissioner estimates the
receipts during the present fiscal year ending June 30,
1804, if the law rt uinins unchanged, at $40 000,000. It
is thought to b* probable that rerommendationa will be
made to Congress to amend the law, with a view to the
incrense of tie revenue, the receipts having fallen ao far
below the $150 000,000 anticipated.

CAUSE FOR ANXIETY AND ALARM.
The Springfield Republican thinks the numerical con¬

sideration of the tltclions, on the interpretation given to
the ui by the radicals, a cause of anxiety ai d alarm rathe;
than for gratulation snd confidence. If we could believe
that one hundred and eighty-sevrn thousand voters in
O ii .thirty-seven thousand iu> re than the Democratic
vofc la»t year.were really against the war, and ready
either to ssnent to the dissolution of the Uiion or ita r©-

coiietructioo, on the bare c >r.«lit.< n of yielding to the rebel
leaders the supremacy they are fighting for, the fact wtu'd
be h most portentous one. Yet that is just what four-
filths of the Republican press say, and what five-sixths of
ihe Republican party [profess to] believe. Such ia the
Cnunequeoee of false teaching and partisan intolerance.

[Chicago Pott.

LIEUT GEN. POLK
Lieut Gen Folk, of the Confederate army, ha* been

acquitted of &II hi.ime in the Cbickamaug* mismanage¬
ment. The following is a copy of the letter written to
him by Gen. Jeff-ram Davis :

Atlanta, (<1a.) October 29.
Lieut Gen. Pol.K, Atlanta, Ga.
GENERAL: After an examination into the causes and

circuuixtances attending your being relieved from Com¬

mand with the army commanded by Gen. Brngg, I have
arrived at liie conclusion that there is nothing to justify a

Court-martUl or court of inquiry, aud I therefore disunaa
the application,

Your appointment to a new field of duty, alike impor-
tii.l and difficult, is the best evidence of my appreciation
of your past service* an i expectation of four future
career

I an, very truly and respectfully, your*,
jEFfERsow Davis.

AMERICAN AFFAIRS IN ENGLAND.

We find in our Engliah files the speech of C. P. VlL-
i.ikK.i, member of Parliament, «n the foreign policy of the
J5riti*b Government, jumie on the 9th inetant at Wolver¬
hampton. Mr. Villiera defended at length the policy of
non-intervention, and st^id iu conclusion :

" Non-intervention wnu the great household principle of
minding your own bushiest, applied to uationa at Urge,
where It w*b a* useful to be observed. He only wished
that forbearance could be carried still further, and that
nation* w< uld be somewhat more careful in tbe language
they employ toward* each other. It aroao frequently from
ignorance quite unwarrantable, and centres were often
unr.asi liable iu those who ca*t them lie thought hard
measure* had been dealt out both to the Federal* and the
Southerner* iu tbi* country. The mo*t bitter reproaches
had been cast upon tbe President for desiring to retain the
Union, and againtt. the Southerner* tor desiring to retain
what they called their property. Yet he could not helplemembering that for the first ten year* that he whs in
Parliament, one of the proini ient question* of the day wa*
the repe 1 of the Union with Ireland. But he never re¬
membered one Engli*h member who was for it, or one
that would not have voted any mean* to maintain it, or

any Minister that would not have been called a traitor wko
bad thought of. yielding it; and he ail not know to what
length they wou;d not have gone to retaiu the Union bad
the eminent man who agitated that question so per»ever-
uigly not died. Again, for some years baiore he went into
Parliament he remembered well tbe kind of language that
used to be held toward* Lord Brougham and others who
sought to emancipate the negroes that belonged to Eng¬
lishmen, and he doubted if it was very different irom ihat
which the Southerners addressed to the abolitiouists now.

They^, however, a* Englishmen, would have been indignant
if other naiions had interbred with ibeir internal disputes,
aud not a lowed them to settle those questions as it aeemed
best to tbeui to d<.aud which, in tact, tbey did to their
own entire satisfaction. Why, then, should the Americans
not be allowed to settle their affair* iu the May tbey think
right, without being so severely condemned by other peo¬
ple? [Cheer*. 1
LORD PALMERNTDN (>s THE AMERICAN REBELLION.
By the Cape Race simmer we had it few lines of h

speech made by the Biitish Premier at the Lord Mayor'#
Banquet in London; on the 9Jt instant, in tbe course of
wbich be alluded to American affairs. The following is a
fuller report of his remarks :

There hare been occaions when it was the lot of thuse
who had to expiaiu tbe state of ufftiis to congratulate yon
on tbe tranquil coiiduion of tbe civ lized world I utu
atraid I cannot do 'that iu ih< present instance; for, al¬
though I trust ti>ere is nothing in our horizon which can
grow into a cloud of war, yet we see on all sides, m the
far West and in the distant Ea*t, struggles going on of
tbe most lumen tabu- character, aid scenes enacted wh ch
m*ke us shudder for humanity, and txcite our deep cou-
pass on for the countries in which ih. y are occurring.
[Hear, hear.]

Id the far West we see a nation of the same race, the
sinie language, ibe same religion, the fame manner* ai.d
lit» rature a» ourselves, split into two, slaughtering each
other by hundreds of thout-ands, and carrying on a contest
the mult of which it is impossible to foresee aud the end
of which now, after more than two years' duration, he
would be a b Id man mdeed who ventured to predict
[ Hear, hear JLamenting that state of thing*, tbe Government of thin
country have (elt it their duty r.ot to yield either to the
entreaties or tbe objurgation* of the one party or the other
[Cheers.] BlaiidixliiueDts on the one side and threats on
th* other hhve t quail) been fruitless to affect our course
[Renewed ch eis ]
We h.ve f*U it our duty to abstain from taking any partin that deploiable conflict. If, iudeed, we had thought it

had been in < ur power to put an end to it by friendly inter¬
vention, no effort would have been Vfaatiug fe> accomplish
so holy an object. [Cheer-.}
But we felt thut oor interference would hsve been vain,and we deemed "it our duty, and that 1 am sure we but

followed tbe wishes of the country, to maintain a strict'
watch end impartial nrutrali'y. [L ud cheers ]In the Lat-t a||o scenes of a lamentable character are
taking place. We there see on the one side a barbarous
system of deliberate extermination carried out. and on tbe
other side revenge venting itself in acts of murder and as¬
sassination. We endeavored to enlist the feelings and
opinions ol civilised Europe iu a joint remonstrance against
that which we thought unjust. 'i ties * reuionstrauces have
(ai ed We have done ourifaty; and we cau only bopethat those who bavf the conduct of nffairs in the Russian
Empire may at length cease to pursue that coarse which
has drawn opon them the condemna'i>>n of £urope, and
that peace may be restored upon terms of equity aud jus¬
tice in that uufbrturiate country. [Hear ]
Wh le tbi' g* abroad look ill, and much misery and ca¬

lamity are sustained, this couutry forms a happy exception
to that which seems to be the prevailing conditi <n of na¬
tions. We have been blessed by Providence with an
abundant ha vest; we have been preserved by the conduct
of tbe Government and the senae of the country from the
misfortunes of war; our population are contented and loyal,
and they feel t»at for a long course of years the Legisla¬
ture nas been occupied in remedying grievances, iu re¬
moving defects from our laws, iu sweeping away tho-e ob¬
structions which the leas enlightened policy of former
times i ad placed in the way of the productive indus'ry of
the nation By all these means, I am happy to say, I be¬
lieve that the commercial and material prosperity of the
country has reached a point which it never attained at anyformer period. [Hear, bear 1

THE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

The f Hawing letter, addressed by the Solicitor of the
War Department to a gentleman in Boston, discloses offi¬
cially the causes of a cessation in the exchange of prison¬
ers. Jt appears that tbe greatest difficulty in the way is
tbe refusal of the Confederates to exchange tbe negro
soldiers sod their officers :

War Department,
If uthmg on, November '20, 1803

Dear 8ir : Y'lir letter of th- 17th has beeu received,
in which you mquire whether any documents are now ac¬
cessible or will be likely soon to he publisaed by our
Govt ruuient relating to the exoba' ge of prisoners of war,
and you justly retuaik that the subject excites a deep in¬
terest iu cous.-qtiei.ee of the sufferings of our meu in
Richmond.
The correspondence published in the Richmond papers

does not, it is thought, present the matter in its true light.
In a few dsys tbe eutire eoriespo: deuce will be made
public here by authority.
There are several serious difficulties in the way of con¬

tinuing an excb«iige of prisoners. One is the bud faith of
the enemy in putting into active service inanv thousands
of paroled pri*i ners, captured at Vickbnrg and elsewhere,
without releasing any of our s ldiers held by them. But
another diffi ultv ot alill graver importance is theprr-
imptory rr/u'ul by the enemy to exchange colored toidurt
and iktir white, nffitert upon any terms whatever. It is w» 11
known that the) have threatened lo sell colored captured
soldiers into slavery, and to hang their whit* officers.
The Government demands that all officers and soldiers

should be fairly exchanged, otherwise no more prisoners
of war will be given up. The faith of the Government is

pledged t> these offi ers and troops that they shall be
proteced, and it cannot and will not abandon to the
savage cruel y of slave-masters a single officer or Sol her
who bat been called on to defend the flag of h a country
and thus exposed to Ib.- batardsof war.

It has been suggested that exchanges might go on until
all except colored troops and their white officers have
been given up. But if this w re allowed the rebels would
not only be relieved ot the burden of maintaining our

troops, but ihey would get back their own men, retaining
their power over tbe very persons whom we are solemnly
bound lo rescue, hnd upon whom they Could then, without
fear of retaliation, carry into execution the inhuman cruel¬
ties hey have so r»asely threatened
The President has ordered that the stern law of retalia¬

tion f-hall without hesitation be enforced to avenge the
ifeatb of the first Uni' n soldier, of whatever color, whom
the enemy shall in cold blood destroy or sell into slattry.

All other ques n ns between us may be postponed tor
future settlement, but th* lair exchange of cob red sol¬
diers arid of their white officers will le insisted on by the
Government before another rebel soldier or officer will be
» xehai ged.
The sufferings of oar men in Richmond are tbe subject

of deep regret and sympathy here, and there has been no
want of effort to afford all poss'ble relief.

Very truly, yours, WILLIAM WHITING

Ice in S».a-»icknkmm . Ice is rec mmeuded as a sure

reme<1y as well as a prophylactic again*t sea sickness A
traveller stat* s that be has tried it himself with success,
and that if the stewards of steamers would ke<-p a sut ply
of eruoti water ices on board th-y would profit themxekes
and render great service to their passengers. i he vessels

employed by the Government in carrying troops from one

p. nit to another along th-< Atlantic eoast ought t be pro.
vided with ice, and the men wonld not be reudsred unfit

' (or duty by a three or four days' passage.

WASHINGTON NEWS AND GOSSIP.
From Washington Drtpatchet to the Republican Preti.

The Army of the Potomac is fairly under way at last,
and it may not now be improper to reveal the fact that its
base line i* cut. All the dep >ts on the railroad from
Vlexandria have been broken up, the rolling stock baa
been br< ught in, and the moving columns hnve their sup¬
plies with them. Before they h»ve eaten their ten days'
rations they must find new stores of supply on the Frede-
ricksburg and Richmond railroad, or at the old Whit*
House Landing, on the Jamej river. There can be no ex¬
cuse for dilatory movement, and it now remains to be seen
whether Lee will give them " a fight or a race "

THR PUBLIC LANDS.
The forthcoming report of the Land Office will contain

much valuable information which will aatoand oar ene¬
mies across the water. It will show that while we have
been carrying on the war for the suppression of the rebel-
lion there has been an unusually large " settlement" oa
our public lands. Not ouly in the Northwestern States,
but in the mining regions of Colorado, Idahoe and New
Mexico, large entries of public lands have been made, and
the Rrnip producing area of the Republic baa been largely
extended. This is a very gratifying and unexpected re¬
sult. It will also be seen by the report on immigration,
prepared at the State Department, that the war losses
have bt en more than balanced by the influx of laborers
from abroad.

CHAPLAIN# TO COJOHES8.
Mr. Horace Greeley and other friends of Rev. John

Pierpont are urging the election of that gentleman aa

chaplain either to the 8f nate or the House. Mr. Pierpont
came here, it will be remembered, as chaplain to the re-

g ment raised by Hon. Henry Wil»ou, but finding himself
unuble to stand the fatigue <f camp life, be accepted .

clerkship in the Treasury D-pariment. His health in
good, and his intellect is aa clear aa it was nearly forty
yeaia ago, when he #ave an a toast at a Fourth of July
dinner in Boston: " Tbe spiritual and the carnal weapon*
of our Father's welfare.Bibles and Bullets.
.' In Freedom'* fiKh1 b >th tell, for many a head
That to heaven'* light bows not will bow to kindred lead'*

THE PRF.MDKNT'S MESSAGE.RESTORATION.
There are g< od ground* for believing that the Prwident

will embody in hi* message to Congress the main features
of his plau fur the i eatoration of the loyal people of the
r. bel States to the blessings and privileges of the Union,
and that the policy thus announced will, ai waa telelgraph-
t*d you last week, be in aooordance with and furtherance
of the proclamation of freedom. We are featured that the
4UggeKtiona embraced in this portion of the meaaaga will
be generally considered by loyal men to be eminently just,
wise, and effective.. Tribune.

THE FINANCIAL ESTIMATES.
' We are enabled-to approximate still m»r. closely to the
estimates for the fiscal year eliding June 30, 1865. which
will ba embraced in the annual report of tbe Secretary of
the Treasury. Thoae for th« Interior Department will be

K^t'y reduced ia the exp^n^es of some,of the Bureaus.
But this will b«* b iltnced by the inorenae iu the estimates
f >r in) Htite Department. The aggregate eatimatea fcr
til the Departments, except the War and Navy, will
therefore be about the same as last year ; that is to say,
u louud uumbeis $36 000 000. The estimates for tbe
mt< rest on the public debt, which were over $33 000,000
Ust year, bate not yet be»n completed, but cannot be ex¬

pected to fall far below $65 000,000 or $70,000,000. The
Navy Department estimate are a fraction over $142,-
000,000. Tbe footings will, tberef >re, stmd thu«:

War D'-psrMnent. $'35 000.000
Navy Department 14^,000 000
Other Departments.... 36 000,000
Interest ou Pubic Debt 6-4.000 100

Grand total.... $7c3,000,000
Tbe aggregate will probably fall considerably below the

above footng and certainly cannot reao'i $800,000,000.
The principal on which most of tbe additional interest ia
to be paid, is, of course, the five-twenty loan. The inter¬
est on c -ruficaU-s of indebtedness cannot bat be consider¬
ably 1 -as than last year, both because it is no longer, after
March 3, payable in gold, and because the iaaue is now,
and has for inontha been, much lesa than during the cor¬

responding period last year. We have omitted, and are
inclined to tbmk that tbe Secretary will omit, from tbe
table of entimatea tbe 7.30 loan, which falla due August
19 and October 1, 1864, for the reas >n that holders are

already rapidly converting it into tbe six per cent, bonds
of 1881, and are likely aa tbe day of redemption approaches
to rxeroise the faculty of conversion to a atill greater
extent. The difficulty of estimating the amount of these
short bonda, which it will be necesaary to redeem, ia in¬
creased by tbe uncertainty as to whether they are to be paid
in gold or greenbacks.a question which it would be a

wide departure from tbe usual course of Mr. Chase to de>
oide before he is obliged to make a decision.. Tribune.

THE TREAMJRY REPORT.
The annual rep irt of the Seert tary of tbe Treasury on

the condition of tbe finances is now in the hands of the
public printer. It will be much larger than heretofore,
and contain various interesting tables on aubjecta not be¬
fore emb di»d in such documents. Tbe general arrange¬
ment will be much improved To th'S report will be
sided the reports, severally, ot the Commiaaioner of Inter¬
nal Revenue and the Comptroller of the Currenoy.

THE NEW FRACTIONAL CURRENCY.

The various rumora of the withdrawal of the new frac¬
tional currency are without foundation in Cact. The eur-
rency ia duly issued, and preptrati ms arc nearly completed
to iarue it iu a rli quantities aa the wants ol tbe p~blio
may require The ol>j -ction to the paper splitting wh.oh
was raided against tbe Treasury paper specially, but which
is said to tie equally true a* to all paper, haa produced a
good result, for it ban stimulated the Treasury to make a

paper **tiicb cannot be sp<r.a desideratum nevsr before
attained, bu-h a paper ia now making for the Treaaury,
and all the iasuea will be printed upon it as soon as s suffi¬
cient quantity csn be manufactured.

COL. RF.LOER DISMISSED THE SERVICE.
Col. James Helger, Chief (Quartermaster at Baltimore,

waa tri< d before a c urt-martial upon charges of neglect
of duty, tod fraudulent conduct in hiring tranaports, and
in the puiclo ae of supplies, and found " not guilty." The
court added, >n explanation, that although in aome in¬
stances Col. Belgcr appealed to have purchased coal st
higher rates tban caeli market pricca, yet, considering tbe
kind of funds pr..vid d by the Government for paymasters,
and the urgency of orders nndrr which he waa frequently
Mll'd to act. und the con*eq lent necessity lor immediste
ac ion. no criminality was attached thereto.
The Secietary of War, in reviewing the ease, set forth

thai Col. Brlger waa lor nearly a year connected with A.
C flail and Coblens in Urge business transactions, and
that he d:d not d.vm the du>y assigned to him so gre-.t as
to compel him to a»k to be relieved from sow portion of it,
or to h ive tbe serucea of nil ffi/er to a«si-t him; that
Col He'ger pail A C. Hall, or Cobfehs and Hall, forty
and fitly per wot mi-re tban Hall ami Cob ens paid for
the coal to all dealers of lb* tame city, wb-» delivered it on
board of Governmentvessels by Hall or Coblcu's orders;
and that these transactions reached an aggregate of n re
than <>0t* hundred thousand dollirt & that tks kind
,,f m, it y he received was certificates of indebtedness, the
same a* us-d by other quarteruiaaters, and at tbe highest
rato of doc mnt < n them Col Belger's purchases were
at rates unacd untab'y high ; and alt*r declaring thnt Col.
Belg< r was guilty of gr-aa u gleet and violation of duty ia
the«e transactions, the HerreUry disapproves wf the finding
of the o»aft, and declares Col. Beiger, by order of the
President, dish uorably dismissed from the United Hiatss
serriOi).

Mr. BfcYAN Tyson, of Nor>.h Carolina, author of the
tract entitled "The Institution of Slavery, religiou-ly snd
morally e< nsidered," and for some time past a clerk in the
Treasury Department, has, for tbe purp««»« of devoting his
time 1» tbe study and elucidation of p >litioal subjects, if*
signed his situation ia the Department.


